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Sitapati Raja had fled from the field to his
fortress of Khammamet but defeat only incited
him to further efforts. He sent messengers to all
the neighbouring Rajas, writing to them to form a
league against this Sultan Quli Qutub Shah who
had already reduced greater part of Telangana and
was every day gaining ground so that soon no
Hindu chiefs would remain to oppose his over-
whelming ambition. The Rajas responded to his
call and their united forces assembled at Kham-
mamet. Sultan Quli at once marched to oppose
them and as usual gained a victory.

The defeated but not despairing  Sitapati fled
to Kondapalli where he found Raja Ramachandra,
the son of Gajapati   Vijayananda  Deo, Raja of
Orissa.   To this prince he represented that Sultan
Quli had at length succeeded in expelling him from
his country, that all Telangana lay at the mercy of
this Muslim and that  unless he was checked,  the
Orissa   dominions would be the next   to   suffer.
Gajapati Ramachandra, impressed by the gravity of
the   crisis, issued orders to all his tributaries to
ret;re to Kondapalli  with their forces and soon
collected at Kondapalli an enormous army, said to
have numbered three hundred thousand  infantry,
thirty   thousand    horses    and    seven    hundred
elephants.   The various Hindu Rajas took an oath
to stand by each other, and then they marched to
crush Sultan Quli.   He prepared to oppose them
with only five thousand horses and met them at the
river near "Palanchennur" (perhaps  the present
Penuganchiprolu  near Jaggayyapet).   Sultan Quli
notwithstanding the disparity of numbers deter-
mined on delivering the attack and won the battle.
.Thus the king reduced the fortress of Kondapalli
but in 1530 he was obliged to take the field against
the Raja of Vijayanagar.   Under the command of
Siva Raja in which Sultan Quli  scored a victory.
Sultan Quli Qutub Shah was advanced in years and
resolved to   spend the   remainder of his life   in
peaceful pursuits. On 4th September, 1543 when he
was kneeling at prayer in the mosque at Golconda
he was assassinated by order of his third son Prince
Jamshid who ascended the throne in his stead.   On
his death, Prince Ibrahim was crowned.   The rise
of the Vijayanagar Empire was dramatically rapid.
The empire reached the height of its power under
Sri Ktishna Deva Raya (1509-1530), the greatest of
its monarch*.   In  1515 King  Sri Krishna  Deva-
raya of Vijayanagar wrested the north of the dis-
trict from the Gajapati Kings of Orissa.   He was
a great patroB of Sanskrit and Telugu literatures
and won the title as 'Andbra Bhoja' and in fact his
court was adorned by the famous 'Ashtadiggajas'.

The Hindu Minister Jagadeva Row was too
powerful for a subject and when Ibrahim Qutub
Shah took steps against him fled to the Vijaya-
nagar Court and employed all his energies in
fomenting intrigues to the detriment of his late
master. Thus in 1557 the Kiqgs of Bidar andBijapur
attacked him on the west and Rama Raja of Vijaya-
nagar on the south, while two Orissa generals
named Sitapati and Vijayaditya moved from Rajah-
mundry against Ellorc and Siddhiraja Rimmappa,
Governor of Kondavidu with fifty thousand horses
attacked Masulipatnam and Kondapalli fighting
several actions near the gardens of Jbrahim Shah
and Vijayawada.

The King confined by this coalition of his
enemies to the neighbourhood of his capital had
recourse to negotiations and induced Rama Raja to
be satisfied with the forts of Pangul and Ghunapur.
The confederacy then broke up and Ibrahim Qutub
Shah so laboured to impress upon the other Muslim
Kings the need for union against the Vijayanagar
power that seven years later in 1565 they leagued
together and crushed the Hindu Raja at the famous
battle of Tallikot by razing the city of Vijayanagar
to the ground. The empire never recovered from
the blow.

Abu-I-Hasan Shah was the last of Qutub Shahi
dynasty known as Tanesha* The Muslim and Hindu
people tell many stories about his reign* He had
two ministers, both Brahmins, named Akkanna and
Madanna, who managed his affairs with much
ability and left an enduring reputation*

For some reason, they fixed their office at
Vijayawada. Popular tradition attributed this pre-
ference of Vijayawada to the devotion of the two
ministers to the goddess Kanaka Durga and certain
it is that the impetus then given to her cult still
exists for as late as 1878 a serai at Vijayawada for
the accommodation of pilgrims to her shrine, was
erected by some merchants of Cocanada* The
mendicant laudator temporis acti still fondly
points out the spot, at the foot of the telegraph
hill, where the beneficient ministers distributed
food every day to a crowd of applicants of all
castes and such was the impression made on the
public mind by their rapid transation of business,
that the legend is still current that from the caves
on that hill runs a subterranean passage to Hyder-
abad by which the ministers could go to court,
obtain the king's orders and return to Vijayawada
in one day.